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To the exlenl Ihal our nalion continues 10 grow farther apart economically and racially, the practical implication for education Is that ali refo rms becom e more difficult. ntoo violence and _ _ ot voUnlery segregation in lunchroom6 and sports ecIrviltes as evidence thai !he SouIh hn yet to OYefOOOle ~s tacoaly tmoAlled pnt In a S1\01y ot """""m .a.ooI de-segregalion. Wainscott (1900) kIeotified ttlt" 1!1(Ii(;a· tofs 01 second 118Ilit!81ion discrim inatio,,, racial diS9fQPO~i"" in the ass ig nmenl of students t o EMR (ed ucab le ment a lly retarded) cklS$Gs: 'l'CIal dOspa'~~ in $I00ent suspensions iOnd e<pUI6lDns, and a r:Qm;obC increase 01 ... hiIe enrolment (wh~e fligtll) in p<NaIe schools Wainscott SlJl'l"lmames hoi study by stating .... <!I)icion , ... ",ns that the 'adal balance extWbiIGd in enrolment reports Is buI a tacade masking interracial oonllicl and Invidious Iotms 01 discrim ination within supposedi)' Inte· grate<! schools' (p . 84 1. R ..... , ch Ouatto"" Too two research Questions addrecsed In this study ~ (I I Whch ot IIIe 11 demog'aphic variables (see Table 2 ) are the be-st ~ 0I111e criterion ecale (School Choice)1; and To better understsnd the poIitios 01 6Choo1 choioe legista.-'fori. a state was selGcted in the 80utheastern ' &gion of the c¢ untry whera school oh C>ioe was being oonside red by th1! leg.
talatUfe. From a pool 01 l ive lar(le. urban . public school (lstrlels In thks ""te. one r:kttlr;1. he<ealter rglerred to as District A, ..... ranr:lOtrly setectad tor !his study. AI,.... disUds provided ilVGems WIth $OITII rnecharism 01 intr(l(hatr\cl school cr.:lloa using the mag>eI school conotl!lI a.nd phol060PIly. Two 01 tha districts (District A a nd one o th e r) w er~ undar lede ral c¢ urt o,dar (desegregation) to provide intrad i$trict IIChooi choice lor di st rict resld9flts
The second pool (n~S4) of public &ehooI districTS ... as cIiIssihed by the state dej)artment 01 ect.Ication as being rural. and had the laIIowing thrae Bdtftional crite<i.: low student en,"""'nt (less than 5.000 P<Pi11; low educational e xpenditu,es (less Itlan $3000 per pupil): and P<l!lui ation spa"it~ (where mora than 90% 01 th o puph are tran&p?rtad to scOOot).
The pool was further &tratil ied (.-..23) to cont ro l lor oorwnuricalion bias and lj/EfIit!al po~ica l in~lIO!roces and mi nor~~ stuOOn1 populations. Those school districts with", a sixty mite rad'" 01 DIStric1 A which received the &ame tetevision and many (II the same radio statIOnS, and !he llII"NSp&pers ot IJ9I-aI distribution !O District A residents W<lre setle1,d tor inclusion in the study. A secood school di.trict. he<eafter rel orrad to II District B. was raOOomly selected I rom thi 9 Sl'l tilioo pool.
To and had the laIIowing thrae Bdtftional crite<i.: low student en,"""'nt (less than 5.000 P<Pi11; low educational e xpenditu,es (less Itlan $3000 per pupil): and P<l!lui ation spa"it~ (where mora than 90% 01 th o puph are tran&p?rtad to scOOot).
To 
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To reduce perscmel bias. leachers in t>ol h diSlriCiS were random" seleded. Parents we re ralldom" ~ected from the class ~sts of those teachers 001 participating in the study. The endorsement of each schoo district supe rintend ent was cited in a cover letter which was d istribvled to each participant_ The cover letter ensu red confide nl ial ity a nd ga.e d irections for completio n of the survey. In additio n, pa~ic i pants rec<l ived a demC>grai>hic informalOn sheet and a survey in W umenl (al1i.
tlJdes on school chC>ice and attitudes toward work) Qu estion nai res (n=562 o r 70 .3%) we re rece i.ed f ro m responde nts represe nti ng the two school d istricts_ The perw nt· age returns were ~ight ly highe r for Dist<'¢! B (249 Of 71.1%) than for District A (313 or 69_6%) . The typical respondenl was fema le. Africa n American. app rox imate ly 4 1 y~ars Old. had more th a n two years cOllege t ra in ing, was in good health , worked (includes calegorles fur SllJdent and hom~mak~r) ap' pro<imately 40 hours per wool<, and had worked for approxi· male" 17 yaa rs (10 in p re..,nt pos ition). T h~ means and stan· da rd deviations for a ll independent and dependent .a riables a re s,-""mari,ed in Table 2 .
Instrument Design
The demographic infOfmatOn secti"" sc>icited information CC<>C<lmin~ respondent sct-ool district (urban or rural), number of wOfke rs at fe5p01"1de nt"S work sile. a g~. !/<l nder, race {white , b lack or African America n), level of ed ucational attainment, years in currenl poSitior1 , r:<ior years experience in a CO<l'l')arable pos itkln , cllffent physical health , r.;.;rs worked per week, aoo type of we<k . Responses we re entered as aClual C<)ntir...ous .alC>es (e.g., age , numbe r 01 years, hours worked, and SO fOl1h)_ A 5· point Likert·type sca l~ (80rg & Gall. 1983 ) was usod in the seclion on schoo l choice. Responde nts cirded a response ISD~strOl"l\l l y di sag ree , D~disag re e , N* neithe r disagree no r agree, A~a7""'. and SA~strong" ag ree) about each stat€rT1M I.
In the section on school choice, a ~rief doscrip1ion of lhe cholca pian being proposed in the targot stata was inckJdO<l. In addition, t hirty·five statements were includ~d in the tinat instru· ment which soI ic i t~d pefcep1klns concerning · school choice." Before applyirtg the stat islical tests for eac h hypothesis. the questkln of the reli ability Qf the scales was addressed with Internal Coos istency Coeniclem Alphas as defined ~y SPSS/ PC based o n the th eory of C ron bac h (1970) . T he School
Cho"e scale coosisted 01 35 items aoo had a coefficient alpha of .58 estimated on this sam ple 01 562 respondents
Analysis and Results
The a na ","s of the first research queslOn was co rducted with slepwise multiple re9ressOn aoo simp le product moment oonelatioo coofticie nts. The primary inle rest was descrbng the relatioo sllips betweoo the 11 oomograi>h ic predict"'s aoo the criterkln Schoo l Ch C>ice . The first regression e mp loyed the 11 demographiC predictors . Mea ns and standa rd de'liations w r tllis analysis may be seoo in Table 2 . CorrelalOns betwee n criterion aoo I>'ediclor .ariables are shown in Table 3_ .00 .00
.~
.00 -M .00
.n ""
• Sign ificant at .OS level ··Signijrnnt at.Q1 level "
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Instrument Design
The demographic infOfmatOn secti"" sc>icited information CC<>C<lmin~ respondent sct-ool district (urban or rural), number of wOfke rs at fe5p01"1de nt"S work sile. a g~. !/<l nder, race {white , Gall. 1983 ) was usod in the seclion on schoo l choice. Responde nts cirded a response ISD~strOl"l\l l y di sag ree , D~disag re e , N* neithe r disagree no r agree, A~a7""'. and SA~strong" ag ree) about each stat€rT1M I.
Analysis and Results
Educafional ConsidernliOfls
The null hyPQIheeis (there will be 00 statIstically sq,;ficanl rel~lIonshlp btlw"n the criterion School Choice ar>O Ih' II demographic PI'~iclor$) was ,e j""ted. Th'" pr~iCIOrs "'e'. ~ 'e~ed I" the SchDoI Choice scale; an~udes about wor1< I. type 01 """k (defrned as whether the leepoIrder II ,---""Ooo!" •. --"""",_ --=--_ Table 3 The $latls1ica1 sigiticaoce 01 tr.e main eHeelS aM interac· t",n eHe<:t$ On the ScI">OOl CIlOice Kale was evaluate<! in a 2><2><2 analyllis 01 variance. Asaumploons 01 """"ality were in· vestigated lor II-.. I/CtlOOI and 9"fIder. The two-way interaction e!fecl for race by tyl>I' of schoo was sign ificanl 81 was the main effect lor race. With a Significant inte raclion effect. the ~"'l'Ie ene<;U; must be planed to u.-.de rsta nd the relatio nsh ips whic h e,i st Table 5 shows the means on the Schoo l Choice scale for each clltIOl race by ry"" of SChooliO'OUPS. One· ... ay ana~s of variance with Scheffe' (:OI"I"f>arisons ~seo 10 deterrnir>e the sigrifica""" betWOOf' g.-~ indicatootl"lat blaCk rural ,~nts hftd stg. n~ical"llly higher moans on tl>& School Ct>ooce seale than any othe, group thus irrdica~ng mal lhey favored School Choice . White ruraf respondontS I\ad me _61 ICOrtIlo11owec1 by the black urban","", while urCan. These three groups were no! sta· trSbClIlly diH"r"nt hom eaen otller. The questionnaire was ." . '" '''' ""'" " ." 3.43 ...
.000"
·S.gnilicarlC<! al.05 Lor,," "Signiflca """ a1.01 L&v~
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The null hyPQIheeis (there will be 00 statIstically sq,;ficanl rel~lIonshlp btlw"n the criterion School Choice ar>O Ih' II demographic PI'~iclor$) was ,e j""ted. Th'" pr~iCIOrs "'e'. ~ 'e~ed I" the SchDoI Choice scale; an~udes about wor1< I. type 01 """k (defrned as whether the leepoIrder II was a (1) tNener and siudent. ~ ~ 3.45, (2) manalj/eMent or admrnistlalOr and government oIIiciaI. K _ 3.49 . (3) ,---""Ooo!" •. --"""",_ --=--_ Table 3 The $latls1ica1 sigiticaoce 01 tr.e main eHeelS aM interac· t",n eHe<:t$ On the ScI">OOl CIlOice Kale was evaluate<! in a 2><2><2 analyllis 01 variance. Asaumploons 01 """"ality were in· vestigated lor II-.. I/CtlOOI and 9"fIder. The two-way interaction e!fecl for race by tyl>I' of schoo was sign ificanl 81 was the main effect lor race. With a Significant inte raclion effect. the ~"'l'Ie ene<;U; must be planed to u.-.de rsta nd the relatio nsh ips whic h e,i st Table 5 shows the means on the Schoo l Choice scale for each clltIOl race by ry"" of SChooliO'OUPS. One· ... ay ana~s of variance with Scheffe' (:OI"I"f>arisons ~seo 10 deterrnir>e the sigrifica""" betWOOf' g.-~ indicatootl"lat blaCk rural ,~nts hftd stg. n~ical"llly higher moans on tl>& School Ct>ooce seale than any othe, group thus irrdica~ng mal lhey favored School Choice . White ruraf respondontS I\ad me _61 ICOrtIlo11owec1 by the black urban","", while urCan. These three groups were no! sta· trSbClIlly diH"r"nt hom eaen otller. The questionnaire was .. ho llS.e~ thai lhe e<; onornica l~ cha lkl"lled .lew choice a.
one ""'tho<! ot dOSOrog Wh th e eoor>omic and ..outation II"P.
The study resultS ar, perhaps _ surprio.ing .. h&n we Include the Iac:t tnal the ur1)an school dislrict haS a lorm of ctoooce (mag .... , tdIaoIl.
To Ihe e xtent that oor nation eQfO~nu es to grow tartlloer apa~ economica lly and racially. the practical ;mp4icatron tor education is Ihat aN refQrm. brx:orne more d iffiCult. Coupled wilh lower property weaHh and fairly un iform I.wel!! 01 stale aid, St8te-locallWlanr::iat s.uworI in mN'rf 01 the heavily Dlack. <Ura l cistricls is among tha IowesI in 11' 18 stale (Clark. 1987). Poo< rural school ~ricl$ cannot o1tef tha drversity '" currlc:u ..... that aUt""nt, suburban $Chool distrlcls and i nner·clty magnet fChools allord their student. (R ineNtrl 8. Lee, 1991 ) .
Fi nd i ng s fro m th is st udy a re not witho ut lim it ation •. Rijsu lts from this study are bued upon p erc~pt""'s a~OIJt r;chool choice and the importance 01 w()<k in our t.OCiety as measured by in61rumMrts trorn a A"1lIe 01 community ""' .... bars ., two diSlrlcts ., one southeastem Slate. GeneI<lIi>:Uoos bayood thos sample $houId be <Ionf ",ith ~.
FInally. this &Iudy po$i1s areaS lo r additional resaareh.
Future research could delneate and refine !he pA'ldidor varia~ .. I()< choICe. Sonce most resea,ch has been IooBtIy 0ri-e nted (~artin &. Surl<e , 1£11(0) , a natioNl o r regional studyot school choice .. ould provide addilional data. In addition, qual;' talive aroalysi. 01 oommunity members' vi_s and balints would provide Informalion from I ditte<enl ~Ne .
Not . .
'This predic1()< vBri8~e "'ill be analyzed Sfll)arate~ and reported., a fon~ study by Srown and S;slJnd provide adriIionaI insoghts i()r retlec1ion and OOdiIiooal analySIs.. .. ho llS.e~ thai lhe e<; onornica l~ cha lkl"lled .lew choice a.
To Ihe e xtent that oor nation eQfO~nu es to grow tartlloer apa~ economica lly and racially. the practical ;mp4icatron tor education is Ihat aN refQrm. brx:orne more d iffiCult. Coupled wilh lower property weaHh and fairly un iform I.wel!! 01 stale aid, St8te-locallWlanr::iat s.uworI in mN'rf 01 the heavily Dlack. <Ura l cistricls is among tha IowesI in 11 ' 18 stale (Clark. 1987) . Poo< rural school ~ricl$ cannot o1tef tha drversity '" currlc:u ..... that aUt""nt, suburban $Chool distrlcls and i nner·clty magnet fChools allord their student. (R ineNtrl 8. Lee, 1991 ) .
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Not . .
'This predic1()< vBri8~e "'ill be analyzed Sfll)arate~ and reported., a fon~ study by Srown and S;slJnd
